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vancing^ the cause of Religion and Virtue, and of
promoting the happiness and comfort of mankind,
he will not transgress the rule of the Scripture pre-
cepts, in order to obtain, to cultivate, or to preserve
it; resolutely disclaiming that dangerous sophistry,
of "doing evil that good may come." Ready
however to relinquish his reputation when required
so to do, ho will not throw it away; and so far as
he allowably may, he will cautiously avoid occasions
of diminishing it, instead of studiously seeking, or
needlessly multiplying them, as seems sometimes to
have been the practice of worthy but imprudent
men. There will be no capricious humours, no
selfish tempers, no moroseness, no discourtesy, no
affected severity of deportment, no peculiarity of
language, no indolent neglect or wanton breach of
the ordinary forms or fashions of society. His repu-
tation is a possession capable of uses too important
to be thus sported away; if sacrificed at all, it shall
be sacrificed at the call of duty. The world shall be
constrained to allow him to be amiable, as well as
respectable in other parts of his character; though,
in what regards Religion, they may account him
unreasonably precise and strict. In this no less than
in other particulars, he will endeavour to reduce the
enemies of religion to adopt the confession of the
accusers of the Jewish ruler, " We shall not find any
fault or occasion against this Daniel — except
concerning the law of his God:" and even there,
if he give offence, it will only be where he dares
not do otherwise; and if he fall into disesteem or
disgrace, it shall not be chargeable to any conduct
which is justly dishonourable, or even to any un-
necessary singularities on his part, but to the false
standard of estimation of a misjudging world. When
his character is thus mistaken, or his conduct thus
misconstrued, he will not wrap himself up in a mys-

